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‘The Rank Organisation, ‘
Cine and Photographic Division,
Mitcheldean, Gloucestershire. 18t March, 1963,
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‘of pounds worth of work will he carried out by local firms,

The Torest of Dean NeWspapers Ltd. Report.

The £1,100,000, not £700,000, development will be completed
in eighteen months.

The new plant will be in operation as follows: ' ¢

Phase I | July, 1963
Phase TII January, 1964 :
Phase III July, 1964 ' i

“he "nachine" is a Rank Xerox Office Copier. We expect to
engage another one hundred and fifty during the next twelve
months, but it is expected that the numbers will continue
to rise for several years.

We shall draw as many as possible from the Forest, but we
feel that it will be necessary to recruit certain skilled
personnel from other areas.

We shall increase our training facilities by.over three
hundred percent; this will -cover optical craft, technical
and management training.

See answer to 5.

We do anticipate that the local authority will be able to
help us with regard to housing.

Lack of houses for skilled workers has presented problems
in the past. It is a pity that the local authority have
not been able to provide as much help as we would like,
but we look to the future with optimism.

The success of the pfesent expansion will undoubtedly
determine the future. ’

This machine was designed by the Xerox Corporation of
America.

No comment.

-Not really.

'No comment,

Messrs. W.I', Giles and Sons Ltd., of Cinderford have been
successful ‘in obtaining the contract for Phase I and II of

- our expansion. Messrs. Todds of Gloucester are carrying out

the site work and the architects for the whole scheme are
Messrs. Gordon Payne and Preece of Gloucester.

This‘hevelopment will mean that some hundreds of thousands
not only with regard to the construction and building work,

but also with regard to manufacture of tools, etc. During
this current week we have been able to pass some orders to

“local concerns.

e believe that this is the .largest single unit.

Prefer not to answer.

This development is part of the Rank overall plan of
diversification. In addition, I should point out. that
there is a tremendous world-wide demand for these Rank
Xerox Office Copiers, and apart from the development being
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undertaken at Mitcheldean to cater for the manufacture, we

. are considerably expanding our marketing and servicing .

facilities in the U.X. and many other countries.

No, but its rate of growth has been meteoric.. Do you know
that in America they produced 2,000,000,000 copies on these
type of machines during 1962!

Ve are already exporting apbroximately fifty percent of our
Qutput and we confidently believe that this figure will
increase quite considerably. .

The machine is not really in the development stage, in actual
fact we have been producing at Mitcheldean for the past two
years.

Yes, we are sure that the machine can be improved. Large
sums are being spent on the long term development and applic-
ation of xerographic principles of reproduction.

This is not anticipated. Ve are, in fact, also expanding
our production facilities for the 16 m/m. Sound Projectors.

‘e do not envisage any major difficulties with regard to
development, but better transport facilities would be of
considerable help. It is very difficult indeed to get

our employees to and from the factory; the congestion in

the narrow roads around and in Mitcheldean is not too good,

"and the constant concern of the Company.

/

. No.

Yes.

Push-button copying for the office - on ordinary paper and
without the use of liquids or exposure settings - is given
by the Rank Xerox 914 office copier.

Working by automatic xerography (dry, electrical photo-
graphy) the 914 copier produces six permanent, black-on-white,
high-quality copies a minute. The machine reproduces from

all colours.

The operator simply lays the document or book in position
on the copier, dials the number of copies wanted - and
presses the "PRINT" button. The machine automatically makes
the ordered number of copies, stacks them in the delivery
tray and switches itself off,

We would still like you to use'The Rank Organisation, Cine
and‘Photographic Division'.

F. Wickstead.
Chief Lxecutive.

IV /MRM.




Bedn Horest Guardian Tlye Tydney Observer Bean Jovest Mercury

The Forest of Dean Newspapers Ltd.
Observer Office, Lydney, Glos.
LYDNEY 263

London Office: 134 Fleet Street, London, E.C.4 * FLEet St. 3913 and 2665

B M i i A et nimnit

e g g § AR X

e
ol

S

2 8FER 1243 . Feoruary 27, 1903,

ATl siisavirses
| [FCSp—

i ———

Mr. F. Wickstesad,

Tne Rank Orgenisstion,

Cine snd Pnotogrepnic Division,
Mitcneldean,

Gloucestersnire.

—~ Dear Mr. Wickstesad,

Furtner to our meeting or tnis
morning, & tew points on wnicn I would like )
you to comment sre listed on tne sttascned sneet:

Yours tsitntully,

FOREST OF DEAN NEWSPAPERS LIMITED.
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“Are you able to comment on tne prospects ror future 7 ¢4 WS

. tor development of tne machine? Do saxa A S gT cDLBLAG
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Eorest of Dean Newspapars Limited. ' ; B

1) Do oW ' ot eligh |
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?}’91‘ wney period will tne £700,000 plan be pnased? ‘% e o
belwve you mentioned tive years in our discussion).

Wnen do you nope to nave tne new plantm-;u&dgf operation? 5/)’6“?%

nousing personnel coming into tne district. How far have .ps \""

you got in solving it;ne proolem? Wv« M
Voatlr T Qemeal) 3 A Ty 08K WLl Elem 0h Lot Au(iy 32
Has co-operation from the loc':"g%“co\m'c'ﬂ in mé"i'ré“s%%'“m'a"_ ‘
(nousing) left anytning to pe desired? Mgz \¢ WEu4P CHANR) i
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Whet will be the approximete numper of personnel wnen = o=t .
you sre in full production of the—maentne? ' Joorr i
YhoR affren CRAEET kktiar T oy

’ goouttnow meny of tne personnel will pe drswn trom tne ¢ F<A%h :
. \M\N«-G‘b'-t-bc—t‘g':‘rg Sw Qs arsre~r (L 1o m G L) 1)
Meny of the Forest personnel will of course pe untrsined p a6
Tor their work st Ranks. Wnet training scnemes nave ' n g
YOu 1n mind? Pefiafe \mcttfe me O Ednaine 0t M /RT3 s
If, ss I believe you suspect, tnere mey pbe difticulty m-,',,\u- s
1n recruiting tne necessary laspour torce, now do you 1M L
nope to overcome tne problem? gen - H N’w; b
’ ¢
You wentioned tnat tnere will pe some difficulty in o”:'(*
‘ £
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development at Ranks wnen tne £‘T‘O}0—OOO! plan nss peen’ @ary vousaus
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Wno designed tne macnlne wnicn nes pbeen so successful '
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To wnat extent nsve you at Mitcneldean been responsible

Is the reorgsnisation that is just apout to commence
directly sssociated witnh tne decision to transter some

gtaft to London? (YR T = - >~ ‘

Would you care to commént a little rurtner on tne ' 4
proposed transrert _ o
(?mg;a.&
(PN 44 o
Are you aple to say now mucn ot the work, in terms or qﬁwy(
casn, will pe allocated to local rirms? fourst Pl
éa)-ﬂ. Ws alt MM@P aN . 5'.0"
Wnen tne plan 1s completed, now wi};l ne factory at
Mitecneldean compere in size and,employees witn otner.

Rang factories? W“H( SnresLv WY

Are dtner/RanHMrles ma Kin acnine¥ e
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Wno 18 the mein contractor ror tne extension workY .
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Is tnis development part of 0$4Fa1T plan tnrougnout 2o
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W1ll yew,macnine mean e tne end of copygg.gf’tndds | mml
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Please comment on export and (it a%'y')‘“i'o?ugn competition.

. wE 0 !
w""w

o bJ. o 3 ",\f’
,2/0‘9( oY il
)~ on? ‘ eve £
M i B J \ch}&p ccntlnuﬂdc XX

T e e o e S



.a t10nNe

W & e WJ o
L QBT 18SS

How long nas t £
18 macnine peen in tne development stage 2

22. Will 1t , : - ‘
» OT cen 1t, pe sti1ll rurtner improved? Vs v L4;j::/’

23 Will tne t
ime come wn .
wil on tne Mitcnelde pthpva
1 concentrate solely on productlonagrrzﬁgory éJLJflyd Lk

y p ans ror developlﬂml t Or (W’D,L/J

21.

25, :
. 23 ig: gnv1sage any major difficulties in relation
' ' evelopment at Mitcheldesn other than possiple ~af
; recruiting snd housing proplems? N9 &< GuATLA
AIA~SIaas EITAASGhs arVD R of Cars Ll )(LJJN
20. If production of tne mschine 1s peing concentrsted =
solely or meinly st Mitcneldeasn, is tnere a special
reason tror this? (I heve in mind tnat nousing snd
statt proolems were prooably foreseesple pefore 8

decision was made). No 2 :
/d ! .
g.> 27. Would it be.correct to descripe tne machine &8 Nis,
: Mg revolution" in tne field of copying?

28, Please descripe tne mennine snd 1ts purposa. (You
nsve a note of tnis question). ‘

29, Please comment on 8 suggeetion tnat tnhe neme of tné
‘ ' £orm rirm (or division) is to pe cnenged. ~ »
: ~ o
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