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Disspete the fact that eSS
prefered bo menge mto'ihe |

background, most people
Mitcheldean know or ha rd af
Lawence (Max) Miler of ing

Jedf Kew, who worked withihie at
the Britsh Acoustic Films premises in
Woodger Rioad, Londan, describas
hirm as ‘a desigrier draughisman of the
highast qualiy. He could tackle the
mast comphee of technical layouts
and accompany these by any
calculations and formulag. Yet ha had
e fnemal training.”

Hig i at MNachakle whach
anded with his relirement cn May 30,
wan mamly & quarter al his fodal 47
yeam service, 8 Company recond

Max startsd a5 an apprentics with
The Gaumont Compary in 1528,
being kesenly interested in the
enginsering side of cinemaography
[he sst up a small cinema at home
where he showed marny films
ncluding his awn)

Afar thies months 88 slock-kespar,
hia waRE EST 10 prcgect A film Bn the

M aior Shoes, Olympa (T wis &
nighemars, The filen cama off the el |
ararhar tena ha had 10 ghow alection

msults on sllas, @ clad abowe
lirsars an the Troeaden, I you drap
anyih i Il kil sormemes,” e

s ok

He didn't. but dismandling other
squipment later in the Aitz, he
chesred a table of glassware in ane
e with a folded screen |

In Gaumoni's
hie learnad aliour Film
vesited the old Lims Gr
and ‘gof & good ides hw
takan.’

Then im 1834 he maved o BAF
Rocalls Max : "A young man walked
n and gaid: “Don’t bather to stand
up — I'm Aobady.”” That was my
liral mesting with Stan Pratt

The company were invalved in the

tilire. wsre

dledigh @nd assembly ol B

o SRt and magnetic seurd
mecanding equipmen] : then, with the
orEs] al war, they ook on
Government contract wiek

One of Max's comributions 1o the
wiar effort was designing and
preparning drawings for a full-size
dummy Fairy Battle aircrafi. This and
athers like it were displayed on
airfinlds io mislead the enemy about
it strength of awr Air Force

Whila 16mm prajacioes, seachlights
and athar aquigirsant foe he Servicas

Lordan; lar many
e litz he aven

slegn andar it
The war cesr, J fsthur Aank pat
the British film industry on the map
and the company {now paet of the
Rank Precision Industnes Group)
started to design and make s own
standard projecticn and soand
sauipment, with Stan Pratt as
chied desigrier.

Thay ware aclyvamtuns

n chose days,

Fraiwwd' an e covee of e Mow/Dec TIES

and a kot ol sagenal wark was dane
ifi Bhe realm of TV, telerscoeding. eic
fax made a valuable contribution &
the dewelopment of a postabla
magnates recoedern, and a fast pull-
daown 1Emm sicmage camara for TV
which was made at Mitchaldean

far Marconl, He and JalH Kaw worked
together on these and on the Fs

3D prajectors — the audiancs

peerad Theough geaan and red
spactacias 1o gel a threa-dimenssomal
affact

A transatlantic tebefilm camera to
trarsmit film by telephone cable 1o
Alsxandra Palace during the Quesn's
visit bo Canada in 19869 was joindly
designed by Stan Pratt and Max,
who was sole drawsghisman

Sadly 1862 braugh & shump ard
redundancy. bl & place was lawend
for Max a1 Mitcheldean, He joinsd

the Dvawing OMice [relusing grester
respardibility) and warked on th
lirsg @nd subsequent Xerograp
squipmany

Ever inventive, he made original
conributions 1o Engineenng ‘concegt
studhes” and his name appears on
soveral patents taken ow by the
Company

Wa camna 1o know Max thro
carloong, an activity he plans ©
carry 0N oalinemar | and bhe's

[FLE daps 10 devslop on
the draw Evoard

A&n amateur radio enthusiast since
boyhood, he also likes bo cycle or
walk the countryside, observing
wiild life. The microscope fram the
LS&, presented 1o him together with
& cassette recorder from Enginssesing,
will enable him and his daughbes
Jane to share a closer study of
nature

Wi hawe alwayve Pound Max an
intareEnng parscn 0 kEen 0, e
witaiilel hiave 10l hig atary Lar bafles
himissll — bidl he woull nevar hgws
dane hamaall jusies
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