Ray Camp, Manager of the Model Shop, retires
this August at the end of 35 years with the
Company. So much of his career has been bound
up with the Model Shop that to outline the
department’s history is to outline to a great extent
his own work and achievements.

‘We shall certainly miss his ability as a model
maker,” said Mr. A. S. Pratt, Chief Engineer of Rank
Xerox Ltd. ‘He has always been a prolific source

of ideas, some of which have led to significant
improvements in the Company’s products.

‘For example, he provided the inspiration for the
mechanical miss detector now incorporated in our
914 and 720 models — a device which shuts the
machine down in the case of failure of the puffer.
The English and metric paper tray for the 914 and
720 was also his idea.’

A gifted engineer, Ray gained his technical

training at Leyton Engineering & Technical School—
now part of the South-East Essex Technical
College (where incidentally Mr. C. W. Hotchen also
received his early training). His father having been
killed in action in 1917, Ray was sponsored by the
Drapers Company who ran a special scheme for
helping children of war widows. They paid for his
apprenticeship to the firm of Henry Hughes & Son
(now Kelvin Hughes) who had long-standing
traditions in the manufacture of land, sea and air
navigating instruments. The sponsorship also
included £10 in gold and the Freedom of the City
of London!

During his 131 years with Henry Hughes he
designed and patented a navigating compass for
high-speed speedboats and aircraft. He left to work
with S. G. Brown, specialists in gyro compasses,
until 1931 when he went to work in the
experimental department of HMV (now EMI).

About 1933 he joined British Acoustic Films at
Woodger Road. Their Laboratory Workshop, as it
was then called, had come into being with the
advent of sub-standard (16 mm) sound film, and
the Company was designing, assembling and
testing the "Grosvenor’ projector which used to be
rented out to customers. At that time BAF
manufactured nothing at all, everything being
sub-contracted.

‘Not many people realise,” says Ray, ‘that BAF were
concerned with the opening of television at
Alexandra Palace in 1936." The equipment which
was to record the Postmaster General’s speech at
the opening was made by Logie-Baird (who were
part of the Gaumont-British group at that time)
and recarded both sound and picture.

Because the sound system was poor, Woodger
Road were called in to put it right and, recalls Ray,
‘we worked all day and night completely

rebuilding the soundhead, and the official opening
of the TV studios was recorded on the fruits of our
labours " This machine is now believed to be in
the National Science Museum.
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The triple projector which is still in use today at

Pinewood Studios for producing background films.

Experimental Department about the mid-1950's.
Recognise the faces ?




With the start of the last war, the Laboratory
Workshop took on Government contract work,
making searchlights and naval instruments. Then
Mr. Law undertook the manufacture of fire control
instruments (TFD) and, because it was one of the
cenditions of the contract that these were made
outside London, the directors looked for a suitable
location and eventually decided on the old
brewery site at Mitcheldean.

The Services contracts were brought with us to
Mitcheldean and hundreds of the L.516 16mm
sound projectors were made for the Army and Air
Force during the war, as well as submarine
plotting tables and searchlights. A small quantity
of spares for our own cinema projectors were also
made during this period.

The Mitcheldean factory belonged to BAF, but the
Maltings were leased to the Ministry of Food and
couldn’t be used until the war was over. ‘We had
some marvellous rats over there! Big as cats.
Frank Sekinger used to come out with his rifle
and pick them off during lunchtime !" recalls Ray.

After the cessation of hostilities, Lord Rank (then
simply J. Arthur Rank) took over Gaumont British,
which included BAF. His aim was to re-equip
Pinewood Studios in order to make better films,
and Mitcheldean was given the job of making the
background process projection equipment.

The outcome was a unique piece of apparatus — a
triple projector — for the design and manufacture
of which Ray Camp and Peter Summers (now in
Design Engineering) were jointly responsible. This
projector was delivered to Pinewood Studios at
Christmas 1948 and is still in use there today.

Television began to develop rapidly and quite a
deal of work in the Experimental Laboratory (for
that was the department’'s new name) was in
connection with 16mm TV projector equipment
which was designed for Marconi’s at Woodger
Road under Mr. Pratt’s leadership.

‘In fact,” says Ray, ‘the only successful fast
pull-down 16mm storage camera for TV
performances in the world was designed by BAF
and made here at Mitcheldean for marketing by
Marconi.’

In taking on Bell & Howell work about 1946-7,
Experimental was involved in a considerable
amount of manufacturing of professional printers
and splicers and, subsequently, of magnetic
projectors and cameras. In the course of his work,
Ray made numerous suggestions for detailed
improvements to these products, resulting in the
creation of the 640 and 644 magnetic and
photographic projectors.

With the changeover to Xerox, the Laboratory was
given the job of constructing the first 914
machines. ‘We had all the drawings from the
States,” he says, ‘and we had to make every item
ourselves except for the drum and a few

consumables which came from the USA.

‘The first 914 machine we produced was sent
round to exhibitions to fill our order books, which
it did to an embarrassing extent !’

It was not only on the production side that Ray
proved a source of inspiration. One of the founders
of the Mitcheldean Long Service Association, he
chaired the inaugura!l meeting in 1953 (with him
on that memorable occasion were Bob Baker,
Jock Currie, Tommy Knight senior, Taffy Morgan,
Bernard Smith and Ron Wrigglesworth), after
which he took on the job of secretary. For the last
five years he has been chairman, but, in or out of
office, he has always taken a great interest in the
activities of the LSA — an interest which he hopes
to maintain after his retirement.

1953 also saw Ray become chairman of the
Mitcheldean Sports & Social Club, and he has
filled this position ever since ! The first thing he did
was to give the club a constitution. He also
applied to the directors for the use of the Club
House which until then had been used as a private
residence, and with his own hands built the
original bar.

Such an enterprising character as Ray is not likely
to be at a loss on his retirement. He and his wife
Edna have a married daughter Jean who has given
them two grandchildren. They also have a married
son, Robin, who lives in Amherstburg, near
Windsor, Ontario. For some years Ray and Edna
have been looking forward to visiting Robin, and
this September they are making the trip at last.

While over there Ray hopes to contact Laurie
Miller who came to Mitcheldean from Woodger
Road all those years ago as Ray’s foreman,
subsequently emigrated to Canada and now lives
in Toronto.

Back home, Ray has various hobbies to keep him
occupied. He is a keen gardener; he is interested
in chronometry and not only mends but makes
clocks for his family ; he also likes making furniture,
and doing the odd bit of carving. He has a keen
appreciation of classical music, particularly opera,
and used to enjoy painting land and seascapes.

‘I may take it up again,” says Ray, ‘if | get
browned off’. But we can’t see much likelihood
of that!

On June 29 a party of Rank West London Sports
& Social Club members visited Mitcheldean. They
had lunch with us, toured the Forest of Dean and
after tea were entertained in the Social Centre.
During the evening Mr. F. Wickstead, in his dual
capacity as President of both the Sports & Social
Club and the Long Service Association at
Mitcheldean, presented Ray Camp with a tape
recorder on behalf of the Club and a portable
television set on behalf of the LSA.
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